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and was a persistent searcher after Indian traditions touch-
ing upon them; and as a result can say that I never found
an Indian who ever heard of such occurrences, or such
mounds, at the Grand Butte. They locate all the con-
tests at Petit Butte des Morts, including both of Morand’s
expeditions.! When I came here, in 1830, there were sev-
eral mounds there, of varying sizes; the largest was on the
North Menasha side, and was about one hundred feet in
diameter, rising gradually from the ground to a peak in
the center, which might have measured ten feet in height,
from the level ground. It was nearly circular. The Indians
said it was made by the whites, and was the burial place
of Sacs and Foxes who had been killed in a great fight there,
and thrown in a heap, to be covered with earth. It was
probably a great deal larger when first built, and had set-
tled, as the bodies mouldered. I never dug into one, but
have seen others who have, who say they found copper
tools and pottery mixed up with the bones. The Menomo-
nees always seemed to express great indifference concern-
ing them.

Grand Butte des Morts (great hill of the dead) was so
named by the French, because it was a higher point of land
than usual in this particular region of the Wolf valley, and
was the principal burying ground for the Sacs and Foxes,
and the Menomonees after them; though the latter tribe
had practically abandoned it as a general cemetery, before
the opening of the nineteenth century, and buried their
dead at various points, wherever mortal disease or accident
befell them. When the band was off upon its hunt, and a
member died, the deceased was hung up in a tree, on a
scaffolding of saplings, and left there until his party set
out for their return, when they would gather the bodies of
their deceased friends and bury them in the common field

1 See numerous references to the old Fox War, in previous volumes of
this series. In vol. xvi we hope to publish a large quantity of documents
thereon, recently obtained by us from the French archives in Paris. See
also, in Wis. Hist. Soc. Proc., 1899, pp. 204-211, Lawson’s ‘‘ The Outa-
gamie Village at West Menasha.”” —Eb,



